Summer VetFest Social Media Toolkit

Overview

VA is hosting a nationwide Summer VetFest throughout the month of July to spread the word about the
PACT Act. During the month, local VA facilities will host more than 50 events across the nation — at least
one in every state — to inform Veterans, their families, caregivers, and survivors about the PACT Act and
encourage them to apply for the health care and benefits they have earned. Many of these events will
feature food and music, as well as VA staff who are ready to help Veterans apply or submit an intent to
file, get screened for toxic exposures, or even apply to come work at VA.

We at VA are particularly focused on getting Veterans and survivors to apply for PACT Act benefits on or
before August 9™. While there is no deadline to apply for PACT Act-related benefits, there is urgency.
That’s because most Veterans and survivors who apply for benefits or submit an “Intent to File” by
August 9, if granted, will have their benefits backdated to August 10th of last year — the day that
President Biden signed the PACT Act into law.

This social media toolkit includes draft posts, key resources, and FAQs to help you spread the word
about Summer VetFest and the PACT Act. We also hope to see you at your local Summer VetFest event
this month. Thank you, as always, for your partnership and all of your support.

Draft Social Media Copy

Summer VetFest Messaging (general):

1. Calling all Veterans and survivors! Join me on [DATE] at [LOCATION] for #SummerVetFest, a
gathering where Veterans and their families can meet local VA professionals and apply for
benefits.

Stop by, meet other Veterans, and learn more about the benefits you earned! [LINK TO
BLOG/USE CUSTOM INFOGRAPHIC]

2. Lastyear, a new law expanded VA care and benefits to millions of Veterans who were
exposed to burn pits and other hazards during their deployment.

To learn how you can access these new benefits, join me at [LOCATION] on [DATE].
#SummerVetFest [LINK TO BLOG/USE CUSTOM INFOGRAPHIC]

3. Got questions about the PACT Act? Stop by [LOCATION] on [DATE] to meet other Veterans
and learn more about how this historic legislation can help you and your family.
#SummerVetFest [LINK TO BLOG/USE CUSTOM INFOGRAPHIC]

4. Were you exposed to burn pits or Agent Orange while serving our country? You may be one
of millions of Vets who are now eligible for care and benefits at VA.

Stop by [LOCATION] on [DATE] to meet other Veterans and learn more. #SummerVetFest
[LINK TO BLOG TO COME/OR LOCAL INFOGRAPHIC]


https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/your-intent-to-file-a-va-claim/
https://news.va.gov/121480/pact-act-events-summer-vetfest/

General PACT Act messaging:
1. Were you exposed to toxins, burn pits, or Agent Orange during your service?

You may be eligible for new benefits. To learn more, visit VA.gov/PACT or call 1-800-
MYVA411. Don’t wait, get what you earned and apply today.

2. A new law just expanded health care and benefits for millions of Veterans and their
survivors.

Want to learn more about what this could mean for you and your family? Visit VA.gov/PACT
or call 1-800-MYVA411. Don’t wait, get what you earned and apply today. [INCLUDE VIDEO
FROM THE LIST BELOW]

3. Didyou or a loved one serve in the military during [VIETNAM WAR/GULF WAR/AFTER 9/11]?
You may be eligible for new health care and benefits. Don’t wait, apply today by visiting
VA.gov/PACT or calling 1-800-MYVA411. [INCLUDE ERA-SPECIFIC VIDEO FROM THE LIST
BELOW]

“Apply by August 9” Messaging:

1. Calling all Veterans and survivors! If you apply for PACT Act benefits by August 9, your
benefits may be backdated to August 10, 2022. Don’t wait, apply today by visiting
VA.gov/PACT or calling 1-800-MYVA411.

2. Did you know that if you apply for the new VA benefits by August 9, your benefit payments
could be backdated to August 2022?

Visit VA.gov/PACT or join us for the #SummerVetFest to learn more! [LINK TO BLOG/USE
CUSTOM INFOGRAPHIC]

Key Resources and Fact sheets

o Blog: Where to Find a VetFest Event Near You
e Blog: How to Spread the Word about the PACT Act (includes nearly 20 fact sheets in 10+
languages)
e Downloadable PSA 1
e Downloadable PSA 2
e Additional Videos:
e VA Disability Claims for Burn Pits, Agent Orange, and More
o How PACT Act affects Vietnam Veterans
e 5 Ways the PACT Act Helps Veterans
e How PACT Act affects Gulf War & Iraq Veterans
e How PACT Act affects Post 9/11 Veterans
e Be Vigilant of PACT Act Scammers



https://news.va.gov/121480/pact-act-events-summer-vetfest/
https://news.va.gov/109115/spread-word-pact-act-health-care-eligibility/
https://app.frame.io/presentations/dee74082-a067-44c6-ae72-0e56f65f31d7
https://players.brightcove.net/pages/v1/index.html?accountId=2851863979001&playerId=default&videoId=6316492132112&autoplay=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X0c9IKPD1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qNkMWTmOc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGo3nwVechc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyfRSPU084M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28zohbpwod4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojiu9PipQNg
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Join your fellow Veterans and family members at a
VA facility near you to learn more about new VA
benefits and services that may be available to you.

#SummerVetFest

FAQ

Why do Veterans have to apply for benefits by August 9?

There is no deadline to apply for PACT Act benefits, but there is urgency: If you apply for PACT Act-
related benefits before by August 9, your benefits may be backdated to August 10, 2022 — the day the
bill was signed into law. And if you’re not ready to submit a full claim by then, don’t worry —you can also
submit a quick-and-easy “intent to file” by August 9 and still receive the same effective date. Visit
VA.gov/PACT to apply today.

How can Veterans know if they have been exposed to toxins?

All Veterans enrolled in VA care can now get a quick, easy toxic exposure screening at VA. The screening
takes 5-10 minutes and begins by asking Veterans if they believe they experienced any toxic exposures
while serving in the armed forces. Veterans who report concerns about toxic exposures will then be
connected to information about clinical resources and benefits.

Who qualifies for the new benefits under PACT Act?

If you served overseas since 1955, there’s a good chance you’re eligible for benefits under the PACT Act.
The expansion of health care and benefits will affect millions of Vietnam-era, Gulf War-era, and Post-
9/11 Veterans who served overseas and their survivors. To know more about who qualifies, visit
VA.gov/PACT or call 1-800-MYVA411.

What is a presumptive? How does it affect my claim?



Thanks to the PACT Act, VA is now able to “presumptively” provide benefits to Veterans who live with
hundreds of toxic-exposure related conditions — including many cancers and ilinesses. This means that
when eligible Veterans apply for benefits, they do not need to prove that their service caused their
condition; instead, VA automatically assumes service-connection for these Veterans and provides
benefits accordingly.

Can survivors also apply for benefits?

Yes! If you're the survivor of a Veteran who died from one of the many conditions outlined in the PACT
Act, including cancers and other illnesses, you may be eligible for VA care and benefits. We encourage
you to apply now if you think you might be eligible. Visit VA.gov/PACT or call 1-800-MYVA411 to learn
more and apply today.

Do | need to hire a lawyer to file a claim?

There are people out there who will try to convince you that you need to pay someone or use a lawyer
to apply for VA benefits — but that’s not true. Applying for PACT Act benefits is free, it’s easy, and you
can do it by working directly with VA or a Veteran Service Organization.

Will my compensation be affected if | file a new claim related to burn pits?

Some Veterans are worried that applying for PACT Act benefits will impact their current benefits — but
the truth is this: if you file a claim, you are 32 times more likely to see your benefits increase or stay the
same than decrease. So don’t worry and don’t wait — apply today.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Fdisability%2Feligibility%2Fhazardous-materials-exposure%2Fcamp-lejeune-water-contamination%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64c53558efb5411321e508db554ed19b%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638197569226362244%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AzSsDc%2FuJYxMs67g8eVFvOwREj89LyWQJq40VhsR3Zs%3D&reserved=0

